Providing pastoral and spiritual support
to those who work in or visit
Luton Town Centre
July 2012 - Issue number 9
Welcome to our newsle er. Please feel
free to print out further copies, or email
the electronic version to share with
your friends and churches.

Saturdays 10th and 24th November.
Subjects covered will include ‘Roles and
responsibili es’, ‘One to one listening
skills’, ‘Listening to God’, ‘Bereavement’,
‘Understanding other faiths, Alcohol and
drug awareness, and ‘Dealing with
stress’.

Welcome

In the thick of it ...
In May Luton saw another day of
demonstra ons with the English Defence
League (EDL) and an amalgama on of
groups under the banner ‘We are
Luton’ (WAL) making their views known
in separate areas of the town centre. A
number of Chaplains mingled with both
groups and were able to have great
conversa ons, and also to help to keep
the ‘temperature’ down. They worked
closely with the Police, Community
Mediators and other faith leaders, and
everything once again passed oﬀ
peacefully. The Chaplaincy is now seen
as an integral part of the planning for this
sort of event, and a valuable asset to the
life of our town.

What does it cost?
It costs around £100 to equip, train and
CRB each of our chaplains. If you would
like to sponsor one of the team, please
get in touch.

We are delighted to welcome
three new Chaplains to our team—Jacky
Wilson, Emma Ojehomon and Vicky Gee.
Jacky and Vicky have joined the team in
the Magistrates’ Court, and Emma is
joining the Town Hall team. You can
read more about them on our web-site. You’re invited to …
We now have 17 ac ve Chaplains, and a
further 5 who are either awai ng an
...our Annual Service of
appropriate placement or who are taking
Celebra on and Thanksgiving …
a short break.

6 pm, Sunday 7th October 2012
Central Bap st Church
Park Street, Luton LU1 3ET

Could it be you?
We are always looking to recruit new
volunteer Chaplains—and with the
exci ng new developments in the Crown
Courts and with the youth chaplaincy we
need some now!!!

Thank you to everyone who
supports us ﬁnancially and in
prayer.

This year we will be celebra ng the work
of the Luton Town Centre Chaplaincy,
together with Healing on the Streets, at a
special service to be held at 6 pm on
Sunday 7th October at Central Bap st
Church in Luton. Steve Hollinghurst from
We are looking for people from local
churches who are commi ed Chris ans the Church Army will be our speaker and
with a passion for God and the people of there will be lots of opportunity to hear
about what has been happening, as well
Luton—and the ability to commit to
between 2-4 hours a week. All Chaplains as to thank God for all he has done.
Please do come along and join us for this
are CRB checked, and undergo
special me.
appropriate training. Michael will be
happy to talk to anyone who is
interested in joining the Chaplains or the You are also welcome to join us for our
Annual General Mee ng which will be
Youth Team.
held on the same day, at the same
place, but at 4 pm. Here our Chairman,
We have now planned our next Core
Training programme for new Chaplains. Treasurer and Senior Chaplain will
This will start on Saturday 20th October, present their formal reports for the
and subsequent training days will be on year.

8th Floor, Wesley House, Chapel Street, Luton, LU1 2SE
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….one year on …
It’s now a year since Healing on the
Streets started in Luton. Opera ng every
Saturday a ernoon on Market Hill, our
chairs and banner are now a familiar
sight and we have given out thousands of
leaﬂets, and prayed for well over 500
people - and a good number have been
healed. The team have also had great
opportuni es to talk to people about
God’s love.

“A lady came for prayer - she was an
encouragement to us! I remember
her coming last year when she was
in a really bad way. She has been
prayed for several mes and looked
so much be er. She had managed
to give up alcohol and was
determined to overcome her
addic on to drugs. She had wanted
to come for prayer but had sat and
watched us for a while before she
had the courage to come over. She
was in good form but was living in a
block of ﬂats full of drug dealers or
drug addicts so she was ﬁnding it
really hard.” HOTS team member

HOTS at Love Luton
Friday 6th—Sunday 9th July saw the
culmina on of months of hard work at
the Love Luton Fes val. This combined
the annual Mela fes val, the largest one
day Carnival in the UK and two concerts
with the arrival of the Olympic Torch
relay in Luton. The Church in Luton was
involved in a number of ways, including a
3 hour presenta on on one of the main
sound stages, and the opportunity for
Healing on the Streets to have a pitch on
both the Saturday and Sunday
a ernoons in Wardown Park. A good
number of HOTS team members turned
up to pray for people—the weather
forecast was terrible but the rain
stopped and the sun came out!!! Many,
many people were prayed for, and there
were great conversa ons—there was a
real ‘buzz’ around the banner.

….Suppor ng us

What else has Michael
been doing?
 In May Michael was invited to be the
main speaker at Pentecost Praise—
where hundreds of Chris ans from all
over Luton joined together to
worship and celebrate what God is
doing in our town.
 In June LTCC ran a training day for
members of Kingdom Arena church
who wanted to join the HOTS team
 Also in June, the Volunteer Chaplains
and Trustees joined together for a
Summer BBQ
 LTCC has been suppor ng the
development of the Aylesbury Town
Centre Chaplaincy and Michael
a ended the launch on 22nd June.

We are so grateful to all our funders for
 Michael is regularly invited to a end
their support. However, to sustain and
a variety of civic func ons, planning
develop the Chaplaincy into the future
mee ngs, etc —great opportuni es
we need the support of lots of individual
to network! He also joined other
donors and churches as many funding
bodies make grants for the start up of a
faith and community leaders at two
project, rather than its on-going
‘peace vigils’.
development. The best way you can
help us is by making a regular dona on
by se ng up a standing order. Please
contact us if you would like to know
more about doing this or go to our website. We also welcome one-oﬀ dona ons
and cheques should be made payable to
‘Luton Town Centre Chaplaincy’. You can
also donate by text—100% of your
dona on comes to us via this easy to use
service. Just text LTCC11 and the
amount—£5 or £10—to 70070.

Pray always!
We always value your
prayers - please use
this newsle er to give
you prayer topics.

If you would like one of the team
(Chaplains, Staﬀ or Trustees) to come
along to your, PCC, Church Council or
leadership team, men’s group, etc to
explain more about what the Chaplaincy
does, then do get in touch.
Michael is also happy to come along to
your regular church services—to give a
short introduc on to LTCC or to give the
main talk.

www.lutontcc.org.uk
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