
 

Welcome to the new look newsle er.  
Please feel free to share it with your 
friends and churches. 
 

Good news! 
A er several mee ngs with the senior 
team at the Town Hall, the Council 
Execu ve and the trades union leaders 
we have been invited to provide a team 
of chaplains to the staff of Luton 
Borough Council.  This is great news and 
gets us off to a good start as we start to 
provide pastoral support to the people 
who work in and visit Luton Town 
Centre.  All those we have met with at 
the Council have been very suppor ve of 
LTCC and we look forward to an excellent 
working rela onship. 

Of course, without a great team of 
chaplains we wouldn’t be able to help 
anyone!  We currently have 13 
volunteers who have so far engaged in 
training on Roles and Responsibili es, 
Listening Skills, Bereavement and 
Understanding Islam from a Chris an 
perspec ve.  There will be further 
training on Conflict Resolu on, Stress, 
other world religions and more related 
topics over the next few months, but we 
are now in a posi on to place chaplains 
in local businesses and retail outlets. 

 

Our volunteers are (from le  to right, 
back to front) Rose Stevenson, Martyn 
Godden, Sam Waterton, Rod Mason and  
Clive Barre ; Chris Rieger, Marion 
Gooding, Klazina Hofmann, Jean Godden 
and Heather Linehan; and Kay Pither, 
Wendy Peck and Jessica Rowlands. 

On Saturday 5th February Luton town 
centre came to a full-stop as the English 
Defence League and Unite Against 
Fascism staged their demonstra ons.   
The Chaplaincy provided a ’Safe Place’ at 
St Mary’s Church Hall for those who 
found themselves stranded in the town 
centre.  Chaplains and Street Pastors 
were on hand to provide pastoral 
support and a cup of tea.  Many, many 
people were praying around our town 
and you will know that the 
demonstra ons passed off peacefully.  
We were able to provide a refuge for 
some families with children who couldn’t 
get home, as well as a Chinese couple 
who were looking to move to Luton(!) 
and cups of tea and toilet facili es for 
various police officers who had come to 
Luton from all over the country.  We 
thank God that the event passed off 
without major incident, and also for the 
opportunity the planning gave for 
Michael to connect with community 
leaders and local businesses. 

 

Healing on the Streets (HOTS) has been 
a ministry of Causeway Coast Vineyard 
in Northern Ireland for some years, but 
is now spreading from there across the 
world, opera ng in 17 countries, 800 
churches and a variety of towns including 
Wa ord.  Many, many people are being 
healed, and coming to know Jesus.  
Churches are seeing God’s kingdom 
come on their streets, with lives being 
transformed as people connect with this 
simple ministry. 

Healing on the Streets operates with a 
team of Chris ans who are willing to 
pray with people at the same me, same 
place, each week—and in Luton it is likely 
that this would be a Saturday a ernoon 
in George Street (with the permission of 
Luton Borough Council).  There is a 
banner to ‘mark the spot’, together with 
a few chairs, and so  music playing.   
Invita on cards are given out by 
members of the team to anyone who 
walks by, but there is no pressure for 
members of the public to come and sit 
down although in many towns across 
Britain Chris ans are finding that people 
are very happy to be prayed for. 

We believe it’s now the me to look at 
the possibility of se ng up ‘Healing on 
the Streets’ in Luton and are invi ng 
churches to be part of this exci ng 
project.  If you would like to join in, then 
please speak to your church leader in the 
first instance.  We will be holding a 
training event on the evening of Friday 
10th June and the morning of Saturday 
11th June - going out on the streets for 
the first me on the Saturday a ernoon. 
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LTCC on-line 
Coming soon—our new-web-site will 
hopefully be up and running by the 
beginning of April—the address will be 
the same ... 

www.lutontcc.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Come and celebrate …. 
Put the date in your diary—a special 
service at St Mary’s Church in Luton to 
celebrate the first anniversary of Luton 
Town Centre Chaplaincy.  Mark Russell, 
Head of the Church Army will be 
speaking—Sunday 25th September 2011, 
10 am 
 

Invite us …. 
If you would like one of the team 
(Chaplains, Staff or Trustees) to come 
along to your PCC, Church Council or 
leadership team to explain more about 
what the Chaplaincy does, then do get in 
touch.  Michael is also happy to come 
along to your regular church services—to  
give a short introduc on to LTCC or to 
give the main talk. 
 

Get involved …. 
We know that nothing happens without 
prayer—and prayer has been, and will 
con nue to be, at the heart of all that 
goes on at the Chaplaincy.  We already 
have a group of people who receive a 
weekly ‘prayer-mail’ with relevant prayer 
points.  If you would like to be one of 
those who are willing to be one of our 

prayer partners for the project, please 
email us with your details.   

In the coming months we will be looking 
to recruit some new Chaplains.  If this is 
something that you would be interested 
in exploring, then do get in touch.  The 
process involves some informal chats in 
the first instance to see if it’s for you, and 
then several training sessions, probably 
in the Autumn term. 
 

Thank you …. 

A huge ‘Thank you’ to those of you—
both churches and individuals—who 
support us financially.  It is one of the 
ways you can be involved in helping 
God’s kingdom grow in Luton.  With 2 
members of staff, and 13 volunteers to 
train and ‘kit out’ we are now spending 
more money than we are receiving.  If 
you can help support us by se ng up a 
regularly contribu on, or by making a 
one-off dona on, we would be really 
grateful!  You can do this by se ng up a 
standing order to: 

HSBC  
Sort Code 403032 
Account No 12307375 

or by sending us a cheque made payable 
to Luton Town Centre Chaplaincy to the 
office. 

Please indicate if you are a tax payer and 
can Gi  Aid your dona on—it increases 
what you give by around 25%.  You can 
find  Giving and Gi  Aid forms on our 
web-site. 

 

 

 

A home for LTCC …. 
Many of you will be aware that from the 
start of the project we had been working 
towards moving into premises next to 
Marks and Spencer in The Mall. The plan 
was that the LTCC offices would be based 
there, as well as a one-to-one mee ng 
room and a Quiet Space where people 
could just come and ‘chill-out’ and reflect 
on life.  M&S had very generously 
allocated the space to us and The Mall 
management team were in the process 
of refi ng the space.  There has been 
great support from The Mall, the Council 
and others but unfortunately this space 
is not now available for us to use.  This is 
hugely disappoin ng, and a great loss for 
the people who work in and visit the 
town centre.  However, it does not stop 
the project from moving forward as we 
place chaplains in the local businesses 
and organisa ons and see them helping 
to make a difference in the lives of the 
people of Luton town centre. 

We are so grateful to the staff at the 
Luton Churches Educa on Trust who are 
hos ng us at the present me, but this is 
not a long-term solu on.  Please be 
praying about this situa on—we are 
trus ng God to meet all our needs! 

 

Please pray …. 
Prayer is central to all that we do in LTCC.  
If you have a few minutes, we would be 
grateful if you could pray for the 
following …. 

 For the first chaplains as they begin 
to serve in the Town Hall 

 For Michael as he discerns where to 
place each Chaplain 

 For a home for LTCC 

 For con nued financial provision 
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