
 

Welcome to our newsletter. Please feel 

free to print out further copies, or email 

the electronic version to share with your 

friends and churches. 

Celebrating 3 years …. 

On Sunday 13th October Luton Christian 
Fellowship was filled with people 
celebrating and giving thanks to God for 3 
years of the Luton Town Centre Chaplaincy.  
We were pleased to welcome the Mayor of 
Luton, Cllr Sheila Roden (on the right of 
Michael) and the Leader of the Council, Cllr 
Hazel Simmons (on the left).  It was exciting 
to hear stories from a number of our 

Chaplains—and to be inspired by Andrew 
Myers (right) from the London Institute of 
Contemporary Christianity who spoke 
about being a Christian in the workplace.  
Our Chairman, John Archer (left) led 
prayers for our Chaplains before asking 
people to consider how they can support 
the work of the Chaplaincy—through 
prayer, volunteering as a Chaplain, or by 
giving financially. 

 

At the Depot …. 

Since the beginning of September Michael 
has been visiting the LBC Depot at 
Kingsway every Wednesday.  He has been 
warmly welcomed by all the staff and has 
been provided with an office right in the 
centre of the ‘yard’.  He has been getting to 
know those who work on refuse disposal, 
the buses, transport and highways and has 
been out with the black, green and brown 
bin collection.  Following his first outing 
with the bin lorries one of our Chaplains 
wrote ….. 

There once was a chaplain named Michael 
Who rose early one morn to recycle 

As the refuse was binned 
We all stood down wind 

(Beware what you tell me dear Michael!) 

 

Christmas is coming …. 

The Chaplaincy will again be working with 
The Mall and St Mary’s Church to provide a 
Prayer Tree by the lifts outside 
Debenhams/M&S in the shopping centre.  
There will be the opportunity for people to 
write their prayers and hang them on the 
trees from Sunday 8th December until 
Christmas Eve.  The Prayer Tree will be 
launched with a short service and some 
carols at 12 30 pm—you are welcome to 
come along. 

Our Town Hall Chaplains will be inviting the 
Town Hall staff to  meet them and enjoy 
mulled wine and mince pies in the Town 
Hall the week before Christmas—
something they did for the first time last 
year when they had some great 
conversations. 

We’re also looking forward to the 
Chaplaincy Christmas ‘do’ when our 
wonderful volunteers and their spouses, 
the trustees and staff get to enjoy some 
good food and wine. 

 

 

Our Annual Report …. 

Our Annual Report was published at our 
Annual General meeting on 13th October.  
You can view this on-line by going to our 
web-site—www.lutontcc.org.uk—there’s a 
link on the home page. 

 

Welcome to Mike Jones …. 

A very warm 
welcome to Mike 
Jones who is 
joining the Board 
of Trustees this 
month.  Mike is 
the new Vicar of 
St Mary’s Parish 
Church in Luton 

and we look forward to sharing our 
knowledge of Luton as he shares his 
expertise with us! 

 

Keep them warm! 

Now that the colder weather is here we 
want to make sure our street Chaplains are 
kept warm and dry.  It costs around £20 for 
a fleece and £15 for a waterproof jacket.  
Could you make a donation to help ensure 
our volunteers are properly equipped?  
Turn over to see how you can do this. 
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Thank you to everyone who supports 
us financially and in prayer. 

“We sometimes hear some very 

disturbing cases in court, and it can 

be quite challenging to remember 

that we are not there to stand in 

judgement of people.” 

 Court Chaplain 



Supporting us …. 

Many charities are finding it difficult to 
access funding in the current economic 
climate, and the Chaplaincy is no 
exception.  We have recently had some 
significant donations from individuals, and 
a small grant from a local trust and we are 
extremely grateful for these.  We currently 
have enough funds for another 9 months 
of operation and in common with other 
organisations we continue to make 
applications to trusts for grants—and often 
receive no response at all!  We have a 
number of applications which are currently 
being processed but the most important 
source of our funding is from those in our 
own Christian community—both local 
churches and individuals.  Please consider 
whether you can help ensure the future of 
the Chaplaincy by making a regular 
donation (lots of small regular donations 
add up!!)  

Our HSBC bank account details are  

Sort Code: 403032 
Account Number: 12307375 
Account name: Luton Town Centre 
Chaplaincy  

or you can find a form on our web-site 
under ‘Get involved’. 

We also welcome one-off donations and 
cheques should be made payable to ‘Luton 
Town Centre Chaplaincy’.  If you can Gift 
Aid your donation that’s even better! 
 

You can also give via text at Vodafone’s 
‘Just Giving’.  Text LTCC11 (and the 
amount, either £2/£5/£10) to 70070 

or by going on-line to 
www.localgiving.com/ltcc 

 

 

 
 

Let’s pray! 

Our next ‘all together’ prayer meeting will 
be held at 6 pm on Thursday 28th 
November at Wesley House.  Everyone is 
welcome to come to this important time—
we consider prayer to be central to all we 
do. 

Welcome …. 
We are delighted to have 3 new Chaplains 
‘on board’!  Zsuzsanna is joining the Street 
Chaplains, Jackie is already at home in the 
Magistrates’ Court, and Cathy is working 
with Michael to see how we can support 

people from 
different faiths/
cultures, etc. 

 

While this is great 
news, we are 
always looking for 

ordinary Christians who are prepared to be 
used by God to do extraordinary things.   If 
we doubled the number of volunteer 
chaplains, we still could not meet the need 
or fill the opportunities that have opened 
up for us in Luton.   

If you are a leader or member of a local 
church and have a love for people and 
Jesus and can serve for around 2 hours 
each week  then give us a call to arrange an 
informal chat with Michael—and if you 
know of someone who ‘fits the bill’, then 
please do speak to them.                         

Sadly we are saying ‘Goodbye’ to Rod 
Mason who was one of the first of our 
volunteer chaplains and has been serving 
in the Magistrates’ Court for the last 2 
years. Our thanks go to him for his 
commitment  and servant heart.                   

Every Saturday afternoon, whatever the 
weather, you can find a committed team 
of people gathered under the ‘Healing on 
the Streets’ banner on Market Hill, George 
Street, offering to pray for people—for 
healing and other issues.  For the last 2 
years Michael has led this team but has 
now handed over day-to-day 
responsibility to the Team Leaders, Ukrike, 
Anthony, Geoff, Shirley, Brian and Hilary.  
If you are interested in joining the team 
(serving at least once a month), please 
give us a call. 

Be inspired ... 
If you would like one of the team 
(Chaplains, Staff or Trustees) to come along 
to your Sunday service, PCC, Church 
Council or leadership team, men’s group, 
etc to explain more about what the 
Chaplaincy does, then do get in touch.  We 
have lots of inspiring stories to tell about 
what God is doing in our town.  Michael is 
also happy to give the main talk at your 
regular service. 
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Save us some money! 

If you currently receive this newsletter in 
the post, but have an email address 

where we could send it instead, then 
please let us know and we can save on 

postage!  Just email us at  

info@lutontcc.org.uk 

Please also let us know if you no longer 
wish to receive this newsletter. 

“‘A’ was going to court on Monday - 

drug and alcohol problems - and 

was certain that he would be going 

to prison.  He felt a lot better having 

prayed with us and was really 

pleased to hear that one of the team 

that day would be seeing him in 

court in his capacity as a chaplain.” 
 

HOTS Team Leader 

“The Chaplains find it a privilege to 

have the opportunity to introduce 

themselves and the role of the 

Chaplaincy and have received a very 

positive reception.” 

Street Chaplains Team Leader 


