
 

Welcome to our newsletter. Please feel 

free to print out further copies, or email 

the electronic version to share with your 

friends and churches. 
 

Open Doors 

The Town Hall Chaplains visited the 
Kingsway Depot of Luton Borough Council 
at the end of March where they received a 
very warm reception.  The team were able 
to dispel a lot of myths about Chaplaincy, 
Chaplains and Christians—and staff from 
the depot are now contacting the 
Chaplaincy direct for support.   

 

Youth work works! 

Our Youth Team have now been working in 
The Mall Shopping Centre for over a year.  
They recently changed from a Saturday to a 
Monday afternoon as they found they were 
better able to connect with the young 
people as they congregated in the centre 
after school or college.  It’s tough work but 
the team are finding it rewarding and 
would love others to join them—especially 
as we say ‘Goodbye’ to Ben Neale as he 
moves away to get married!  Our 
congratulations and best wishes go to 
him—and if you have a heart for our young 
people and are interested in joining the 
team, please give Michael a call. 

 

Peace in Luton 

Many of you will know that there have 
been a number of violent and fatal attacks 
in Luton over the past few months.  
Tensions in a variety of communities have 
been heightened and the Chaplaincy has 
been invited to join the Community 
Mediation teams  ‘working’ at a number of 
significant events, including funerals.  Their 
presence has been much appreciated and 
there has been no significant conflict or 
trouble at any of the events.  In addition 
the murder of Drummer Lee Rigby in 
Woolwich gave rise to a number of public 
demonstrations of support for the family 
and the armed forces and Michael was 
invited to join with other faith, community 
and civic leaders to show a united response 
against extremism—both in Luton and the 
wider UK. 

 

A date for your diary 

Our Annual service of Thanksgiving and 

Celebration will be at 6 pm on Sunday 13th 

October at Luton Christian Fellowship, 

Castle Street, Luton.  We’d love to see you 

there! 

 

Money, Money, Money! 

We are in the process of making a number 
of funding applications and are pleased to 
say that we have now received some funds 
from the Bedfordshire and Luton 
Community Foundation’s London Luton 
Airport Fund—we are so grateful to all our 
funders for their support.  It’s great, 
though, when we receive personal support 
from churches and individuals in Luton—
and many grant making bodies want to 
know that we are seeking and receiving 
support from our local community before 
they will fund us.  The best way you can 
help us is by making a regular donation by 
setting up a standing order.  Please contact 
us if you would like to know more about 
doing this or go to our web-site.  We also 
welcome one-off donations and cheques 
should be made payable to ‘Luton Town 
Centre Chaplaincy’.  If you can gift aid your 
donation that’s even better! 

You can also give via text at Vodafone’s 
‘Just Giving’.  Text LTCC11 (and the 
amount, either £2/£5/£10) to 70070 

or by going on-line to 
www.localgiving.com/ltcc 
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“From the point of view of the Town 
Hall staff—initially they were wary of 
us but now, 18 months later, we are 
accepted as part of the infra-
structure of the TH and even missed 
when we are unable to be there!  I 
regularly see 2 members of staff for 
coffee and chats, helping them to 
work through personal issues in their 
lives. “     
   Town Hall Chaplain 

“We met a young person in The Mall who had been to St Mary’s Church once in 
the past.  We ended up talking for around an hour and were introduced to 
various friends of his who walked past during that time. He told us about some of 
the difficulties he was facing with family and how he had been in a fight, and also 
that he used to go to church with his Grandma when he was a young child. Since 
then he has come to St Mary’s youth service more and more regularly.”   
        Youth Chaplain 



Our Volunteers are 
priceless! 

In completing a funding application we 
recently had to calculate the ‘worth’ of our 
volunteers to the Chaplaincy.  Using the 
funder’s figure of £12 per hour, we 
calculated that our volunteers are available 
for around 58 hours each week, for 
approximately 46 weeks of each year—
making a total ‘worth’ of £32016.00!!!   

Of course, to us our volunteers are 
priceless—we can’t ‘buy’ what they 
contribute.  But we do need more people 
to join our teams.  If you can give around 2 
hours at the same time each week, are a 
member of a local church and have a love 
for people and Jesus, then give us a call to 
arrange for an informal chat—and if you 
know of someone who ‘fits the bill’, then 
please do speak to them. 

 

The hottest day ….. 

Sunday 30th June was the hottest day of 
the year so far—the day when a number of 
our trustees and Chaplains joined together 
for a picnic on Dunstable Downs.  With a 
glass of wine or beer and a good 
opportunity to chat  it was a relaxing 
time—although very windy!  Dexter the 
dog was the star of the show, hoping to 
share peoples’ picnics but having to satisfy 
himself with playing ball! 

National Chaplaincy 
Network 

In April over 80 people from 
all over the UK gathered in 
Luton to share their 
experiences of town 
chaplaincies, and to explore 
how they could support each other 
through sharing training, resources, good 
practice and prayer.  Those present found 
the day extremely encouraging and it was 
agreed to form a small group to look at 
developing a National Chaplaincy Network. 

 

In April Michael trained up a number of 
people from New Covenant Fellowship 
Church  who will be joining the teams that 
are ‘out there’ every Saturday afternoon 
between 2 and 4 pm on Market Hill in 
George Street.  If you are interested in 
joining the team, then do give us a call. 

Team members also joined together for a 
BBQ last month  - the hospitality and the 
weather were great! 

 

Pray always ….. 
We recognise that prayer is the 
powerhouse of the Chaplaincy.  Thank you 
to those of you who prayer regularly for us.  
Please use this newsletter to inform your 
prayers—and to give thanks to God. 

We have also started ‘all together’ prayer 
meetings for those who are committed to 
praying for us.  If you would like to be 
notified about these (roughly every half 
term) please let us know.  The next 
meeting will be on Wednesday 25th 
September, 6 pm at Wesley House. 

Goodbye and thank you 
Our thanks go to Judith Fisher as she leaves 

the Board of Trustees to 
concentrate on her other 
responsibilities.  In the short time 
she has been with us her wisdom 
and experience have been 
invaluable. 

Be inspired ... 
If you would like one of the team 
(Chaplains, Staff or Trustees) to come along 
to your Sunday service, PCC, Church 
Council or leadership team, men’s group, 
etc to explain more about what the 
Chaplaincy does, then do get in touch.  We 
have lots of inspiring stories to tell about 
what God is doing in our town.  Michael is 
also happy to give the main talk at your 
regular service. 
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Save us some money! 

If you currently receive this newsletter in 
the post, but have an email address 

where we could send it instead, then 
please let us know and we can save on 

postage!  Just email us at  

info@lutontcc.org.uk 

Please also let us know if you no longer 
wish to receive this newsletter. 

“Once the staff realised I was not 

there to "bible bash" them they 

became more open and friendly, 

some asking to see me to share some 

deep personal issues that were 

troubling them. They tell me they 

appreciate the on-going prayers and 

support given to them.” 

Court Chaplain 

“I really enjoy being a volunteer 
Chaplain, working in the Crown and 
Magistrates’ Courts in Luton. It is a 
real privilege to be part of the team 
there, in fact it feels ‘like family’ now, 
we have been so warmly received and 
welcomed. 

Team Leader 


