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Welcome to our newsletter. Please feel
free to print out further copies, or email
the electronic version to share with
your friends and churches.

Christmas in the Town Hall All trained up ……...

A busy Christmas
Christmas 2012 was a busy time for the
Chaplaincy! It started in November
when Michael was again invited to pray a
blessing over Luton from the balcony of
the Town Hall during the ‘Light up Luton’
Following a series of meetings with a
Christmas light switch on—and it was
variety of Departmental Managers at
great to have the Salvation Army band
Luton Borough Council, the Chaplains
lead the crowd in Christmas carols.
were given permission to hold a ‘Mulled
Wine and Mince Pies’ event one
lunchtime in December. Some Trustees
and other Chaplains turned up to help
decorate the main stairway and then to
serve and chat to the good number of
staff who turned up to enjoy the
Christmas Spirit.
The Christmas Prayer Tree was launched
on Sunday 2nd December—it was great
to have the Bushmead singers along to
support the launch. Again, the trees
provide an opportunity for shoppers in
The Mall to write their prayers and hang
them on the Christmas trees. As in
previous years, this has been very much
appreciated and has given Michael some
very good opportunities to chat to
people. Over 800 people left their
prayers on the tree—a lot for people at
St Mary’s Church to pray for!!!
Following the launch of the Crown Court
Chaplaincy service in October, the
Chaplains were invited to join the staff
for their Christmas lunches and have also
now been invited to have lunch with the
judges! This shows how quickly and how
well the relationship has developed.

Thank you
The Chaplains,
staff and Trustees
enjoy a
Christmas
meal
together

The Chaplains and Trustees were invited
to a Christmas meal at La Dolce Vita in
Luton—we had a great evening and it
was also an opportunity to say a heartfelt
’Thank you’ to all our volunteers.
Thank you to everyone who supports
us financially and in prayer.
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All our Volunteer Chaplains undertake a
‘Core Training Programme’ and the latest
series of training days took place in the
Autumn covering issues such as ‘Roles
and Responsibilities’, Understanding
Muslims’, ‘Listening to God’, ‘Listening to
others’ and ‘Drug and Alcohol
Awareness’ . We also hold ‘special
interest’ sessions and recently arranged
for the Alzheimer’s Society to come
along and help us to understand this
distressing and very common condition.

………. and plenty of places
to go!
All our Chaplains are now placed and we
are unable to fulfil current requests for
placements. We have ‘vacancies’ in the
Crown Court, the Town Hall and on our
Youth Team so we are looking for
‘ordinary’ people from local churches
who are committed Christians with a
passion for God and the people of
Luton—and the ability to commit to
between 2-4 hours a week. All Chaplains
are CRB checked, and undergo
appropriate training. Michael will be
happy to talk to anyone who is
interested in joining the Chaplains or the
Youth Team. For more information and a
job description, visit our web-site.

“I had a referral from a Court Clerk
today, and also another member of
staff from admin asked to see me
over a confidential personal matter.
God is moving... just reading through
the log sheets is so inspiring.”
Court Chaplain
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Hello and Goodbye!
We are delighted to welcome Judith Fisher
to the Board of Trustees. Judith was born,
baptised, married and educated in Luton,
and started work at the old Midland Bank
before progressing up the ladder to
become a senior manager in Corporate
Banking in the City until her retirement.

Judith worships in Woburn and was a
Trustee and Director for the (now) Keech
Cottage Hospice. She is currently the
Treasurer for The Commonwealth
Countries League Education Fund raising
money in London to enable girls in
developing countries in the commonwealth
to have an education.
We are sorry, though, to be saying
‘Goodbye’ to Katie, one of our Youth
Chaplains (concentrating on her final year
of study at the uni) and Anna and Emma
from the Town Hall team who have
changing work commitments.

Pens prove popular
It’s not always easy for our Chaplains to
just begin to speak to someone, but with
LTCC pens to give away they are finding
that people are very happy to be given a
pen, and that gives an opening to begin a
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conversation—often started by the
question, ‘What is the Luton Town Centre
Chaplaincy?’ So far we have given away
nearly 2000 pens—at a cost of 17p each.

What else has Michael
been doing?

The Janfast Banquet
At the end of January, the church in Luton
was called to a day of fasting, followed by
an evening of reflection, prayer and
worship. Michael headed up the team that
organised this special time which ended at
midnight with a light meal. With people
We are so grateful to all our funders for
coming and going there were consistently
their support. However, to sustain and
develop the Chaplaincy into the future we over 200 present throughout the evening
which was hosted by The Salvation Army in
need the support of lots of individual
Vicarage Street—a good number of people
donors and churches . The best way you
can help us is by making a regular donation considering the dire weather forecast for
that evening. The evening was very well
by setting up a standing order. Please
contact us if you would like to know more received with church leaders being
about doing this or go to our web-site. We overwhelmingly positive and very keen to
repeat it next year—probably in February.
also welcome one-off donations and
cheques should be made payable to ‘Luton
Town Centre Chaplaincy’. If you can gift
aid your donation that’s even better!

If you were able to make a
donation of just £17 that would
buy 100 pens—that’s potentially
100 new conversations!

Town Centre Chaplaincies
- a growing movement
You may be aware that there are now a
number of Town Centre Chaplaincies
around the country and that many have
already received support and advice from
both the Luton and Watford Town Centre
Chaplaincies. Many churches are now
recognising that this is a very effective way
of reaching out with God’s love to people
who will probably never set foot in a
church and leaders are beginning to think
about how they could develop such a
project in their area. With the help of The
Cinnamon Network Luton is hosting a free
conference on Thursday 18th April at
Central Baptist Church in Park Street to
bring together Town Centre Chaplains (and
those considering setting up a project) to
share stories, to pray together and to begin
to identify best practice models and
approaches. If you would like to come to
this special day, go to the Cinnamon
Network web-site
(www.cinnamonnetwork.co.uk) and click
on ‘Events’.

The Tree House
In a previous existence, Michael was a fully
trained carpenter (specialising in Medieval
work). He was able to put his skills to good
use as he designed and built a tree house
for The Tree House (the University of
Bedfordshire Chaplaincy service). This gave
him the opportunity to develop a strong
relationship with the team there.
Invite us
If you would like one of the team
(Chaplains, Staff or Trustees) to come
along to your Sunday service, PCC, Church
Council or leadership team, men’s group,
etc to explain more about what the
Chaplaincy does, then do get in touch.
“This afternoon at the Court 2 staff
members invited me into their office for
a chat and a cuppa—really feel part of
the family now! One young girl came in,
she has debt issues as well as yet another
fine so I was able to give her the info on
debt counseling in Luton and offer food
parcels from my church. Please pray for
her, that God will give her a
breakthrough, she has 2 very young
children.”
Court Chaplain
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