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Serving the 
heart of Luton 

 

Pioneer Chaplain Pioneer Chaplain 
appointed!  appointed!    
Following a lengthy recruitment process we are delighted 
to announce that Michael Campbell has been appointed 
as our first full-time Chaplain.  He will take up his post 
on 1st September, and will be commissioned at a special 
service on Sunday 5th September—turn over for more 
details of this. 
 

Michael grew up in Northern Ireland right in the middle of 
the ‘troubles’.  He became a Christian after meeting and 

marrying his Christian wife and set off for work in Peru on mission with Latin Link, 
where he was called to full time ministry and led a revival in the Evangelical Church 
of Peru for 3 years.  On returning to England he worked as a carpenter specialising in 
medieval carpentry and had 3 children before studying at London Bible College (now 
LST) and graduating with an honours degree in Theology.  Michael then worked for 
Watford New Hope Trust and Bushey Hall School before moving to work full time in 
2002 for Carpenters Community Church.  Since 2008 Michael has been working (by 
faith) with the Watford Town Centre Chaplaincy.  He says ….. 

Called to LutonCalled to Luton 

“In March this year The Luton Town   
Centre Chaplaincy advertised for a full-
time Town Centre Chaplain.  Initially I 
was not interested, as I was having a 
brilliant time in Watford.  However the 
more I thought and prayed about it, the 
more it became apparent (especially 
following a vision I had—see below) that I 
should apply for the post.   
 

When I arrived at church on the 
14th March I was asking God to reveal to 
me if I should apply for the post. During 
the service I was overcome by his 
presence, and had an incredible vision of 
me standing on a stage in front of all the 
churches in Luton. The Lord had asked 
me to call the churches to prayer, and at 
the appropriate time I was to blow the 
Shofar as a prophetic act to mark the 
turning point in the town and then the 
spiritual barriers would fall. This was to 
take place on Pentecost Sunday. 
 

Having come back to earth, so to speak, I 
applied for the position. Nineteen 
applicants were whittled down to five 
and I am very pleased to announce that I 
was offered the position after an 
interview in Luton on Monday 10th May.  

 

This is a fantastic opportunity to develop 
a pioneering ministry that has never been 
done before in Luton and forge stronger 
links with Watford and Luton. 
 

I take up my new post on the 1st of 
September having been with WTCC for 
almost two years (amazing how time 
flies). I am hugely thankful to God and all 
those who have supported me financially 
and prayerfully during this time.  
 

Getting back to the vision I had at 
church - I thought to myself a few days 
later that it must be Pentecost Sunday 
2011 as I could never pull it off this year 
even if I was offered the position.  Having 
been offered the job I was asked to 
attend the Pentecost Praise service in 
Luton on this Pentecost Sunday, 23rd  
May.  
 

I had no idea that people had been 
praying for a number of years like this 
and the culmination of the regular 10 
days of prayer meetings would be on 
Pentecost Sunday. I attended the 
meeting, shared with the churches the 
vision the Lord had given me, and blew 
the Shofar three times. This was just an 
incredible experience as 700-800 people 
cheered and worshipped the living God - 
what an amazing God we have.”   

Michael Campbell 



You are invitedYou are invited  
On Sunday 5th September at            
6 30 pm there will be a special 
commissioning service at St Mary’s 
Church where we will be praying for 
Michael Campbell and ‘sending him 
out’ to serve in our town centre.  
Everyone is invited to this celebration 
of what God is doing—do come along 
and be a part of this.  There will be 
representatives from the civic 
community as well as from the local 
churches. 

Profiles of our Profiles of our 
Trustees Trustees   
 

The Luton Town Centre Chaplaincy is 
a registered charity and is governed 
by a Board of Trustees.  You can get 
to know something about them as 
they write about themselves in our 
newsletters .. 
 
Yasmin Milligan says …. 
We’re told in 2 Peter 
3:9 that the Lord is 
patient with us - “not 
wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone 
to come to 
repentance.”  I see so 
many people in Luton 
who need the Lord and 
have no intention of going to church and I 
feel the Luton Town Centre Chaplaincy 
can address this need through fostering 
relationships and pastoral care where 
people are living and working.  Although 
it was a huge challenge to be asked to be 
Treasurer and Trustee I’m using the 
experience I have gained through banking 
and being a school bursar to serve the 
Lord in this ministry and look forward to 
seeing people’s lives being changed 
through coming to know Him. 
 
Gerry McGrogan 
writes … 
I am married to 
Margaret and we have a 
son and daughter.  We 
moved from London to 
Luton about thirty-five 
years ago, having found 
a family home that we 
could afford!  I was a teacher and 
Margaret was a secretary.  We are now 
both retired.  Both of us attend the 
Catholic Church of Our Lady Help of 
Christians in Castle Street, where 
Margaret is the organist and choir 
mistress and I am now ordained as a 
permanent deacon.  I serve not only in 
our Church but also as an assistant 
chaplain in the University of 
Bedfordshire.  As a deacon I have never 
seen my service as simply limited to the 
Church.  Indeed, I spend quite a bit of 
time in The Mall among the wide range of 
friendly people from every background 
and culture.  I have no doubt that a 
Chaplaincy will be a great help to many 
who are still searching for that special 
“something” that they cannot find in 
shops, that only God can give. 

Investing in Investing in 
LutonLuton 

Many thanks to the trusts, churches  
individuals and other organisations who 
have so generously supported this 
initiative so far.  To date we have been 
promised around £136 000 of our target 
of £150 000 for the first three years of 
the project.  To sustain the Chaplaincy 
in the long term we need the 
commitment of individuals and 
churches in Luton who want to make 
an investment in the well-being of our 
town.  Please consider how you can 
help.  We especially need regular 
donations to help us plan for the 
future.  If you can do this, please 
complete the form below, and return it 
to our Treasurer, Yasmin Milligan. 
 

Please also consider whether you might 
be a volunteer chaplain, making 
regular visits to those who work in the 
large retail outlets in the town centre.  
If you are interested in finding out 
more, please email us and we will 
contact you in the Autumn.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J John returnsJ John returns  
On Sunday 12th December J John will 
return to Luton for a town-wide carol 
service to be held at the Church of God 
in Christ (COGCI) in Dunstable Road.  
Starting at 6 30 pm, this will be a 
wonderful celebration of Christmas—
something to invite your friends and 
family to, and something in which the 
Chaplaincy will be fully involved. 
 

 

Please feel free to copy this newsletter to give to your church members, friends 
or others who may be interested—and please keep praying!!  

If you would like to support this exciting initiative by making a financial 
contribution please complete this form and return it to Yasmin Milligan, LTCC, 
c/o St Mary’s Parish Church, Church Street, Luton LU1 3JF.  Thank you. 
 

 
Your name………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………. 
 
Church/organisation (if applicable) …………………………………………………………………….  
 
Address …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
……………………………………………………………………….Postcode ……………………………………… 
 
‘Phone number ……………………………………………………………………………………………...……. 
 
Email …………………………………………….………………………………………………………………,…….. 
 
 

           I/We would like to support the LTCC financially by making a regular     
 
           payment of ……………………………….  per month starting from ………………….
           and agree to set up a standing order to Luton Town Centre       Chaplaincy, 
HSBC, A/c 12307375,           Sort code 403032 
 
           I/We enclose a one-off donation of ……………………….. 
           (Cheques payable to Luton Town Centre Chaplaincy) 
 
           I or my spouse pays tax and would like you to claim  
           Gift Aid on our donation (Please tick if appropriate)                                     
 
 
 

Signed …………………………………………………………………………… Date …………………………….. 
Registered Charity number 1133112 


