
“Growing Chaplaincies to serve the nation” 

Welcome! 

Welcome to the first Newsletter for the 

Alliance of Town and City Chaplaincies.  

Future newsletters will be sent out only 

to members of the Alliance to 

encourage and support projects as they 

share God’s love in our towns and cities 

through Chaplaincy.   

 

ATCC is launched 

On the 16th April 2015 over 80 people 

from all over the country—from Exeter, 

to Belfast, to Edinburgh) gathered in 

Luton for the official launch of the 

Alliance of Town and City Chaplaincies 

(ATCC). 

Over the last two years, a number of 

town chaplaincies have been working 

together to form ATCC  which will 

support and network with existing 

models and forms of chaplaincy, and help 

develop new chaplaincies in towns and 

cities across the UK where there are 

people who have caught  the vision for 

what God is doing through Chaplaincy in 

the 21st Century.  

The ATCC Management Team                          

—from left to right (back row) —John 

Callaghan (Petersfield), Richard Chewter 

(Watford) Mandy and Bob Bowskill 

(Basingstoke); (front row) Clare Hobbis 

(Watford) Helen Roche and Michael Campbell 

(Luton) John Ide (Petersfield). 

During the conference, which was 

introduced by Michael Campbell (Chair of 

ATCC), Matt Bird and Mark Kitson from 

Cinnamon Network confirmed that ATCC 

will added to their range of models of 

best practice. 

Michael Campbell welcomes Roy Monks 

Roy Monks (Senior Chaplain at East 

Midlands Airport) spoke about how the 

Elim and AOG churches have embraced 

Chaplaincy, and there was a presentation 

from Helen Roche (Luton Town Centre 

Chaplaincy) addressing the difficult and 

time consuming issue of funding and 

sustainability of projects.  

There were many questions from the 

floor which added a very positive 

dimension to the conference as people 

shared their experiences and knowledge.  

However, this meant that time was short 

and Richard Chewter (Vice Chair of ATCC) 

from the Watford Town Centre 

Chaplaincy was unable to deliver his 

presentation on recruiting and retaining 

volunteers.  If you attended the 

conference and would like his notes, and 

those on funding, please contact us.  

There was some discussion about the 

relationship between other associations 

and networks, in particular the Industrial 

Mission Association. It was recognised 

that there has been, and continues to be, 

much good work done through these 

networks but that there something 

distinct about town and city chaplaincies.  

There was a high level of interaction 

throughout the day as people shared 

their stories and exchanged business 

cards. 

These are exciting times for Chaplaincy as 

we see the local church of all 

denominations working together in unity, 

in order to reveal the love of Jesus and 

support people from all sectors of 

society.  Many people signed up on the 

day to become members of ATCC and  

this will really help to get the project off 

the ground.  

Getting to know you! 

If you would like to become a member, 

please visit our web-site where you will 

find more information, and from where 

you will also be able to download an 

application form. 
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News from Taunton 

Former Foreign Secretary William Hague 
MP took time out of a busy pre-election 
schedule to chat with Taunton’s town 
centre chaplain Steven Reed.  Mr Hague 
confessed to being unaware of this 
church-inspired ministry and the positive 
impact of town centre and workplace 
chaplaincy which is growing across towns 
and cities in the UK. 

Describing their work as ‘the church at 
work’, Rev Reed was able to point out to 
Mr Hague that Taunton Team Chaplaincy 
comprises nearly 30 mostly lay chaplains 
drawn from churches across Taunton who 
serve with some of the larger employers 
as well as businesses in the town centre.  
“Chaplaincy is how the churches build 
productive and trusting relationships with 
the businesses and community of the 
town centre”, he said. 

Chaplains regularly visit businesses with 
the purpose of offering friendly and 
supportive care to staff.  Chaplains listen 
and take an interest in the people they 
meet and give comfort and compassion 
where needed.  Over a period the 
chaplain becomes accepted as a friend 
and very much part of the town centre 
community.  Such is the growth of this 
ministry, that a national body has been 
set up called the Alliance of Town & City 
Chaplaincies which had its inaugural 
conference in Luton recently—Taunton 
signed up to be one of the first members. 

Membership Information 

If you are an individual, or a team of 
individuals in a single location, involved in 
the development of a town or city 
chaplaincy and can agree the following 
values, then you can join with others 
across the UK and be a member of the 
Alliance of Town and City Chaplaincies. 

 The Chaplaincy will be distinctly 
Christian 

 The Chaplaincy will be intentionally 
missional 

 The Chaplaincy will be 
interdenominational 

 The Chaplaincy will be available to 
those of any faith, or none 

 The Chaplaincy will be free to those it 
serves 

 Volunteer Chaplains will be regular 
members of, and in good standing 
with, a local Christian church 

 

What are the benefits of membership? 

 You will receive regular news and 
updates about the national scene 

 You will have free attendance for 2 
people (nominal charge for others) at 
any relevant conferences, meetings or 
training arranged by ATCC 

 You will have access to the electronic 
version of the ‘Guide to establishing a 
Town or City Chaplaincy’ 

 You will be entitled to an initial 
‘consultation’ visit by one of the 
Management Committee (Watford, 
Luton, Basingstoke, Petersfield or 
Derby).  (Travel expenses to be paid by 
the member) 

 You will be entitled to use the ATCC 
logo on your web-site and other 
publicity  

 You will be able to network with other 
members 

 

What does it cost? 

There is an initial joining fee of £50 per 
member, then a small annual renewal fee 
for subsequent years (likely to be 
between £15 and £25).   

If you would like to know more then visit 
our web-site, or give Michael Campbell or 
Richard Chewter a call. 

Plotting existing town or city chaplaincies 

 

A ‘recognised project’ 

If you were at the conference you will 
have met Matt Bird and Mark Kitson from 
the Cinnamon Network.  Many of you will 
have heard of them and the work they do 
in encouraging local Christian projects.  By 
producing a ‘model of good practice’ (our 
Guide to Establishing a Town or City 
Chaplaincy) and acknowledging that the 
Alliance of Town and City Chaplaincies is 
born out of the local church, for the local 
church, to serve the nation, ATCC is in the 
process of becoming a Cinnamon 
‘Recognised Project’.  This means that 
there will eventually be the potential for 
local projects to apply for a micro-grant of 
up to £2000 to ‘get them off he ground’.   
 

www.cinnamonnetwork.co.uk 
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From time to time we will be 

sharing encouragements, 

challenges met and new projects 

from chaplaincies around the UK.   

Please forward this newsletter on 

to anyone you know involved in 

town or city chaplaincy 


